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On behalf of the Education Abroad Office and our campus partners, it is our honor to welcome you 
to this year’s Pre-departure Orientation Conference (PreDOC). We have developed this conference 
and connected the wealth of expertise on Kennesaw State University’s campus to help you challenge 
your assumptions and navigate the process of learning about the world from outside the traditional 
classroom setting. We believe that taking risks, venturing beyond your comfort zone and developing 
tools for intercultural competence adds fundamental value to your post-secondary education. You 
can expect that what you experience today will provide significance not only in preparation for your 
education abroad program, but for your future career path as well.  

In addition to the conference content, the PreDOC is an excellent opportunity for you to meet other 
KSU students going abroad (some to the same region that you may be visiting), students who have 
previously studied abroad, and international students from all over the world. We will deliver a variety 
of opportunities to exchange ideas, network, collaborate, and build relationships while preparing to 
embark on your new adventure.

This event would not have been possible without the PreDOC Planning Committee in the Education 
Abroad Office, our colleagues in the Division of Global Affairs, and our faculty partners. The PreDOC 
will provide an additional perspective to the resources and knowledge that you will develop with your 
Faculty Directors and cohorts in individual program pre-departure sessions. It will also provide you 
with key information on behalf of the Education Abroad Office that will be critical to your program 
preparation. Thank you for attending!  

Explore this experience today with an attitude of curiosity and be inspired to apply your takeaways to 
your own individual experiences. We are thrilled to count you among the more than 800 KSU students 
that will go abroad this year and I can assure you that this experience will be life-changing.

Sincerely,

Iyonka Strawn-Valcy, Director of Education Abroad & Exchange Programs

Welcome to the

2017 Education Abroad Pre-Departure Orientation Conference
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Plenary Speakers

Michael Sweazey retired after 26 years as a Special Agent in the U.S. 
Secret Service. During his time in the USSS, Mr. Sweazey investigated 
crimes against the U.S. and protected seven sitting and former U.S. 
Presidents, approximately 90 foreign leaders, and traveled to approximately 
60 foreign countries. He became the Director of Global Operations at KSU in 
August, 2015.

Michael Sweazey

Director, Global Operations

Iyonka Strawn-Valcy has a career of over 16 years of experience in 
education administration and international education leadership. She 
holds advanced degrees in Organizational Psychology as well as in 
Latin American and Caribbean Studies. In addition to her current role, 
she has worked in both the public sector at the Latin American and 
Caribbean Center at Florida International University, with various non-profit 
organizations, as well as in the private sector in program development, 
leadership, and consulting for various early education corporations. Mrs. 
Strawn-Valcy speaks Spanish and received a Foreign-Language Area 
Studies Fellowship (FLAS) for Haitian Creole during her graduate research.  
She serves as Chair for Kennesaw State University’s Education Abroad 
Committee of the Faculty Senate and provides leadership for a high-
performing team of seven professionals in the Education Abroad Office.

Iyonka Strawn-Valcy
Director, Education Abroad & 
Exchange Programs

Dr. Michael L. Sanseviro is the Associate Vice President for Student Affairs 
and Dean of Students at Kennesaw State University. With over 25 years of 
experience in higher education administration, Dr. Sanseviro has worked 
on campuses big and small, public and private in Georgia, Florida, North 
Carolina, and New York. Originally from Long Island, NY, Dr. Sanseviro is 
a published author, is active in professional associations and community 
service both locally and globally, and loves to travel and engage new places, 
people, and cultures. Dr. Michael Sanseviro

Associate Vice President &  
Dean of Students

Dr. Lance Askildson serves as Kennesaw State University’s Vice-Provost 
for Global Affairs, Chief International Officer  and a professor of applied 
linguistics.  Previously, Dr. Askildson was the founding Director of the 
Center for the Study of Languages & Cultures and Associate Vice-President 
for Internationalization at the University of Notre Dame. Dr. Askildson is 
an interdisciplinary scholar of second language acquisition, language 
program administration & assessment, language learning technology and 
international studies. He is a frequent invited speaker and consultant on 
campus internationalization and has presented and published on issues of 
language learning and international education.

Dr. Lance Askildson
Vice Provost for Global Affairs & 
Chief International Officer
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Guest Presenters

Dr. Akinyemi is Director of the Center for African and African Diaspora Studies. He teaches courses on 
Comparative Political Systems, Politics of Developing Countries, International Relations, International Political 
Economy, and International Relations of Africa. He has taught and directed study abroad programs in Ghana, 
Brazil and the United Kingdom, and has traveled extensively in Africa, Europe, the Americas and Asia. His 
research areas include International Resource Management, Regional Economic Cooperation, International 
Water Resource Management and International Migration and Refugee Settlement.

Dr. Nurudeen Akinyemi, Director of CAADS & Professor of Political Science

Dr. Virginie Askildson is a KSU professor and French native who has lived, worked and traveled throughout 
France and Europe as a French diplomat and a scholar of French Linguistics. She is fluent in French, English 
& German and is the former Director of Foreign Language Pedagogy at the University of Notre Dame. She has 
presented and published widely on issues of language learning and teaching.

Dr. Virginie Askildson, Professor of French

Dr. Ji is Professor of Mathematics in the College of Science and Mathematics and has been with Kennesaw 
State University since 2002. He has taught a wide variety of classes in the College and has directed ten 
study abroad experiences in China. Over the past ten years, he has brought over 130 students to China. His 
research is in the area of applied mathematics. 

Dr. Jun Ji, Professor of Mathematics

Dr. Ernesto Silva is Associate Professor of Latin American/Latin American Studies and Spanish. His research 
focuses on the representation of marginalized groups, like immigrants and indigenous people, in film, literature, 
and theater. He was the co-organizer of the Year of Peru (2011-12) at KSU, which resulted in the publication of a 
coedited Special Edition of The Journal of Global Initiatives: Peruvian Trajectories of Sociocultural Transformation 
(2012). He is also the coauthor of Voces y cine en Latinoamérica: El caso Venezuela (2011), for which he was 
invited to the Havana International Book Fair in 2013. He Chaired the Presidential Commission on Racial & 
Ethnic Dialogue (CORED) from 2012-2013, and received the KSU 2015 R.O.H. Social Justice Award. He also 
received the 2015 KSU Faculty Diversity Advocate Award. Dr. Silva has been traveling with students to Latin 
America and Spain since 2007, particularly to Peru, where he is taking students this summer.

Dr. Ernesto Silva, Professor of Interdisciplinary Studies and Spanish

Dr. Sabine Smith is Professor of German and Community Engagement Coordinator in the Department of 
Foreign Languages at KSU where she teaches German Studies and interdisciplinary language and culture 
courses. Her research and service focus on learners’ development of linguistic and intercultural competence 
through experiential learning.

Dr. Sabine Smith, Professor of German

Amanda Long is Associate Director of Outreach and Engagement for the Career Services Center and has 
been working in Career Services for over 6 years. She received her bachelor’s degree in psychology from 
Georgia Southern University and her master’s degree in professional counseling from the University of 
Georgia. Amanda currently oversees the internship/co-op program in Career Services and manages several 
career-related workshops, presentations, and other outreach events.

Ms. Amanda Long, Associate Director of Outreach and Engagement
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This symbol indicates a core workshop. Core workshops provide a fundamental introduction 
to international travel. We strongly encourage you to attend the core workshops.

Conference Opening & Plenary

8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Pre-Conference Check In, Prillaman Lobby

9:00 a.m. - 9:50 a.m. Plenary Session:  KSU Risk Management Considerations in Education Abroad, Prillaman Auditorium Room 1000 

Concurrent Workshops A

10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Dealing with Culture Shock Abroad, Dr. Jun Ji, Prillaman Room 1103

Travel 101, Education Abroad Office, Prillaman Room 1105

Do’s and Don’ts of Intercultural Competence, Dr. Sabine Smith, Prillaman Room 2010

Navigating Education Abroad in the Developing World, Dr. Nuru Akinyemi, Prillaman Room 2008

Concurrent Workshops B

10:55 a.m. - 11:40 a.m. Dealing with Culture Shock Abroad, Dr. Jun Ji, Prillaman Room 1103

Travel 101, Education Abroad Office, Prillaman Room 1105

Easy as ABC? Language Acquisition and Learning, Dr. Virginie Askildson, Prillaman Room 2008

Re-entry, Reflection and Resumes: Incorporating Education Abroad into Your Career Path, Ms. Amanda Long,  
Prillaman Room 2010

Concurrent Workshops C

11:50 a.m - 12:35 p.m. Dealing with Culture Shock Abroad, Dr. Ernesto Silva, Prillaman Room 1103

Travel 101, Education Abroad Office, Prillaman Room 1105

Gender Considerations For the World Traveler, Dr. Michael Sanseviro, Prillaman Room 2010

Ask the Pros!  Returnee & International Student Panel, Prillaman Hall Room 2202

Education Abroad Peer Mentor Seminar (Invitation Only), Prillaman Hall Room 2008

Networking and Dismissal

12:45 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. Student Networking & Refreshments, Prillaman Indoor Plaza

Passport to Prizes Drawing, Prillaman Indoor Plaza

Dismissal

Conference Itinerary

As you leave each concurrent workshop, 
you will receive a stamp on your passport for 
turning in your session evaluation. Completed 
passports will be entered into a prize drawing 
at the Student Networking & Refreshments 
segment. You must be present to win.

Passport to Prizes

If you have questions regarding your program 
and want to discuss them with a program 
coordinator, stop by the Prillaman Indoor 
Plaza during the Student Networking and 
Refreshment segment to get answers to your 
questions.

Education Abroad Questions

Between each workshop there is a 10 minute 
break. We hope you will use this time not only 
to locate your next session, but also to enjoy a 
nice cup of coffee!  Refreshments are located 
on the first floor in the Prillaman Atrium, near 
the Auditorium and PreDOC registration.

Concurrent Workshop Breaks

In case you leave something behind and 
cannot locate it, or if you happen to discover 
an ownerless item, please stop by Prillaman 
Hall Room 1002 during one of the workshop 
breaks, following the plenary, or immediately 
before or after the conference to claim or drop 
off any lost items.

Lost & Found

Important Reminders
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Dr. Jun Ji; Dr. Ernesto Silva, Prillaman Hall 1103
Most study abroad students experience some form of culture shock which manifests itself in the form of confusion, 
frustration, fear, awkwardness, or silliness. Culture shock can be challenging, but with the right tools, you can process 
these complex and confusing interactions and ultimately thrive in your new home. This session will help you to identify the 
signs of culture shock and its stages and provide you with some strategies that you can use to overcome culture shock.

Dealing with Culture Shock Abroad

Education Abroad Office, Prillaman Hall 1105 
You’ve purchased a new camera and downloaded Skype on your computer - you’re ready to study abroad, right? Not 
quite yet. From packing tips to communication conundrums and even what to do in an emergency, the Education Abroad 
Office invites you to attend this introduction to studying abroad that covers the basic travel information you should know 
before you go.

Travel 101

Dr. Sabine Smith, Prillaman Hall 2010 
Using Milton Bennett’s Developmental Model for Intercultural Sensitivity, participants are introduced to a framework for 
reflecting upon experiences around cultural differences and similarities. Participants will engage in a cultural awareness 
exercise and end with a discussion on how to apply this information to their upcoming study abroad experiences.

Do’s and Don’ts of Intercultural Competence

Dr. Nurudeen Akinyemi, Prillaman Hall 2008 
While views of the “developing world” or “third world” remain mired in outdated stereotypes, countries in the “so-called” 
developing world are likely to be places that we know very little about. This session prepares students to think critically about 
the wide variety of adjustments they will face in a world that is spiky not flat, and will provide them tools and insights for 
interacting appropriately and successfully in such unfamiliar contexts.

Navigating Education Abroad in the Developing World

Dr. Virginie Askildson, Prillaman Hall 2008 
This brief session will show you how to maximize your language acquisition during study abroad immersion by using 
targeted strategies to improve your learning as well as pre-program planning to create opportunities for interaction and 
practice with native speakers. During the session, students will be introduced to the basic principals of second language 
acquisition alongside practical ways to exploit these insights to maximize language learning during study abroad.

Easy as ABC? Language Acquisition and Learning

Ms. Amanda Long, Prillaman Hall 2010 
When you’ve completed your study abroad experience, make sure your future employers see its value! Study Abroad 
provides not only a great educational opportunity, but also an effective way to differentiate yourself in the job market. Just 
as businesses attract customers via differentiation and value propositions, individuals can take similar approaches by 
thoroughly engaging in activities, like study abroad, rather than simply participating.

Re-entry, Reflection and Resumes: Incorporating Education Abroad into Your Career Path

Dr. Michael Sanseviro, Prillaman Hall 2010 
From the moment we are born and wrapped in a pink or blue blanket, our gender impacts how we are treated and our 
view of the world. The impact of gender can vary greatly across societies, and becomes even more complex when 
intersecting with other elements of our identity development. We will explore complex issues in a fun and real way that will 
help prepare you for the diverse cultures you may experience. 

Gender Considerations for the World Traveler

PreDOC Concurrent Workshop Information

Student Panel, Prillaman Hall 2202 
Got a burning question (or three) about your soon-to-be host country? We welcome you to join your fellow classmates 
who have returned from abroad. Listen to their experiences, learn what challenges they faced, or pick their brains to gain 
insight, tips and recommendations for maximizing your education abroad program.

Ask the Pros!  Returnee Student Panel
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Where
Will Your Education Take You ?

KSU Education Abroad Office
The Education Abroad Office has more than 50 faculty-led study abroad programs in 40+ countries, 
as well as various international exchange and internship opportunities; giving nearly 800 students the 
chance to study abroad annually. Visit the Education Abroad Office today to meet with one of our 
knowledgeable coordinators and learn how you can make the world your classroom.

dga.kennesaw.edu/educationabroad 470.578.6336educationabroad@kennesaw.edu
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Kennesaw State University (KSU) is committed to maintaining a fair and respectful environment for living, work and study. To that end, and in accordance with federal and 
state law, Board of Regents policy, and University policy, the University prohibits harassment of or discrimination against any person because of race, color, sex (including 
sexual harassment and pregnancy), sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, ethnicity or national origin, religion, age, genetic information, disability, or veteran 
status by any member of the KSU Community on campus, in connection with a University program or activity, or in a manner that creates a hostile environment for members 
of the KSU community. Incidents of harassment and discrimination will be met with appropriate disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal, expulsion, or termination from 
KSU. Every member of the KSU community is expected to uphold this policy as a matter of mutual respect and fundamental fairness in human relations. All members of the 
faculty, staff, and student body are expected to ensure that nondiscriminatory practices are followed at the University.


